


knew the assailant. In fact, in most cases of sexual
assault, the assailant is someone known to the
woman (Australian Bureau of Statistics 1996). The
Strategy works to raise women’s awareness of their
sexual rights and to urge them to report crimes of
sexual violence, by known as well as unknown
assailants.

The Strategy also works to make the community
more responsible for women’s safety. For example,
the Safer Times Around Albury and Wodonga project
aimed to involve the local community and licensees
in reducing violence against women and sexual
assault in and around licensed premises in
Albury/Wodonga.

The Strategy works with various elements of the
criminal justice system to encourage a just and
appropriate criminal justice response to sexual
violence. For example, Strategy staff participate in
interagency forums such as the Sexual Assault
Review Committee; Apprehended Violence Legal
Issues Co-ordinating Committee; Victims of Crime
Interagency and Department of Aboriginal Affairs
Sexual Assault Roundtable.

Significantly, data from the NSW Bureau of Crime
Statistics and Research indicates that those aged
between 16-20 years old record experiencing the
highest rate of sexual assaults. In recognition of this,
the Strategy targets specific prevention and early
intervention projects at young people. For example,
the Strategy has produced the Date Rape Awareness
Cube (hereafter referred to as the cube) to be used
with young men and women. In response to Margot
Rawsthorne’s critique of the cube, we would like to
clarify how it was developed and used in NSW.

The cube was researched and developed by the
Regional Violence Prevention Specialist (RVPS) in
the Southern region of NSW (who has extensive
community education experience) and other sexual
assault workers. The cube’s Rubik’s cube type design
is novel as an educational tool. Its messages include:
“You and/or I have been drinking” means no; and
“Let’s just go to sleep” means no. It also has contact
numbers for the Kids Help Line and Rape Crisis
Line. The cube was designed to be used in a
workshop environment as a discussion starter with
young people. The resource was tested with young
people in the region before mass production.

The cube was developed as a tool to capture the
attention of young people. In the experience of the
RVPS and the other development team members,
young people often do not read available information
about sexual assault. Similarly, in research
examining the distribution of resources in a pilot of
the PA.LR. Program in ACT schools, about 99 per
cent of students reported that they had not looked at

any of the information distributed in previous
sessions. The cube’s aims were to develop a resource
to facilitate discussions and stimulate the interest of
young people so that they would read the informa-
tion and keep the resource.

The messages on the cube were deliberately provoca-
tive in order to engage young people in difficult
conversations about sexual consent, violence and
rape, and have been successful in this context. For
example, students in one class discussed at length
whether or not the statement on the cube: “silence
means no” was true. “What if the woman was
smiling when she was silent,” they asked, “did that
still mean ‘no™?” “What if her body language seemed
to be “inviting” but the look on her face was not so
clear?” Discussions such as these present a good
opportunity to start deconstructing the complexities
of “young people’s sexual negotiations”.

The Strategy is currently evaluating the use of the
cube, administering questionnaires and conducting
focus groups around the State. The evaluation will
provide valuable information about how young
people view the use of the resource. Initial results
have found that the cube has been very popular with
educators, youth workers, young people and schools
alike. Indeed, the Strategy has received requests for
the resource that cannot be met at present.
Furthermore, workers have reported that not a
single cube is left behind after sessions with
students. During initial evaluations, when feedback
was sought as to whether or not the students
actually looked at the cube once they took it out of
the classroom, 90 per cent reported they had and
another 35-50 per cent reported they had shown the
cube to one or more students.

One of the concerns raised by Margot Rawsthorne is
how well the cube works as a stand-alone resource.
It is important to emphasise that the cube was
designed to be used by people who have extensive
experience in working in the field of sexual assault
and who are, therefore, aware of the complexities
involved around consent and sexual assault. It was
not intended to be used as a stand-alone resource.

The first print of the cubes was distributed to the
Regional Violence Prevention Specialists throughout
NSW, who in turn distributed them to appropriate
workers and organisations. Workers then used them
with their client groups. It is possible that this is
why the author understood that they were a stand-
alone resource, as it was distributed without
accompanying information recommending its use as
part of a broader discussion around sexual assault.

Issues that continue to challenge and interest the
Strategy relate to how useful the resource is in
working with young people around these sensitive
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and difficult issues; how amenable the resource
makes young people to other sources of information
about advice, assistance and support; whether age,
gender or cultural group affects how well the
information is received; how the resource is being
used in a broader sexual assault awareness discus-
sion; and whether the resource is being used
appropriately.

The evaluation is nearing completion and the
Strategy intends to reprint the cube, taking on board
the evaluation findings. The cube is likely to be
reproduced as a part of a resource education kit. One
option is to reproduce it with other resources
developed for young people; eg the Kinks and Bends:
what’s the go with relationships, education package
(see note below). The Department of Education and
the Education Centre Against Violence have been
approached by the Strategy to assist with developing
a resource kit and to assist with training of workers
in sexual assault issues and distribution of the
resources.
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Note: The Strategy and NSW Health conducted
Kinks and Bends, what’s the go in relationships?, a
community arts project working with young women
at risk on the Central Coast. The project allowed
young women to express their concerns and feelings
about sexual assault and to produce an artwork that
has since been used to inform the wider community
about violence and sexual assault. An education Kkit,
complete with a video and booklet for young people
as well as a manual for educators, has since been
produced and is available from the Violence Against
Women Specialist Unit.

Further information

Violence Against Women Specialist Unit
Crime Prevention Division

NSW Attorney General’s Department
GPO Box 6, Sydney, NSW 2001

Ph: (02) 9228 7899 Fax: (02) 9228 8559
Email: vaw-unit@agd.nsw.gov.au

Web site: www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au

Indigenous family violence
Introduction

The last Clearinghouse Issues Paper (issue 5) on
Indigenous Family Violence featured an interview
with Pam Greer, and feedback and discussion was
invited. One issue discussed in the paper was Pam’s
preference for use of the term domestic rather than
family violence. In arguing for the use of the term
domestic violence, Pam said: ‘I think that, if we can’t
say the words, then we can’t do anything about it.
And I think if you can’t hear the word then people
change it so that they feel a bit more comfortable
with the act. If the definition is wide and so broad
that it’s almost like anybody doing violence to
anybody else in the community, I think it takes away
what we know domestic violence is. The victims and
the survivors know that it’s a partner, it’s somebody
who supposedly loves somebody else who beats them
regularly, puts them down and then sometimes
murders them. So I think that we have to be clear,
we have to name the issues as they are, to keep
them where they are.’ (page 14)

Eileen Cummings, NT Office of Women’s Policy,
Department of the Chief Minister, has provided
information on the terminology used in the Northern
Territory, particularly in remote areas. She states: ‘I
know that our women, particularly in the remote
regions, do not use domestic violence but describe
violence as fighting, humbug, hitting, kicking, punch-
ing — in other words describing the act and what
happens to them when partners are violent. They say
violence happens within families and the community.
In some communities they don’t understand the
word domestic violence at all.” Eileen has provided
the following definition used within the Territory.

Definition: Aboriginal Family Violence

Indigenous women see family and domestic violence
quite differently to the wider community and have
their own interpretation. The term family violence
and not domestic violence is preferred by the
Indigenous community in the Northern Territory
and more accurately describes how violence
reverberates through the entire family. The effects
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and nature of violence within the Aboriginal
community impacts differently, in that it penetrates
through to both sets of parents, children, extended
families, affiliates, friends and community members.
The family and environment are all-encompassing
and any aspect affecting Aboriginal society is
dispensed with in a holistic manner. In order to
reinforce Aboriginal concepts of family violence,
traditional dispute resolution methods are used to
resolve community conflicts before using the
judiciary systems in place in the wider community.
Aboriginal women have verified that culturally
based solutions for conflict have a more stabilising
and integrative effect in most situations and in
others non-Aboriginal institutional help is more
relevant in dealing with the issue.

Generally, violence in the non-Aboriginal community
is confined to the offender, victim and institution
and the treatment is managed as such. The cultural
process of interpretation and resolution is also
different because of non-Aboriginal and Aboriginal
socialisation processes. Interpretation of terms is
perceived, and as a consequence used, differently.
The term family violence in non-Aboriginal society
defines the expression as inclusive trauma in that it
involves psychological, verbal, emotional, cultural
and sexual and financial aspects within a family.
Aboriginal women have defined inclusive trauma
from an Aboriginal perception as community violence
involving relationships within the community.

The above definitions are based upon the concepts
within Aboriginal culture that recognises Aboriginal
people as being a family and community where
community activities, particularly disputes, are often
unfettered and exposed. Aborigines generally
conduct their lifestyle and activities in the public
arena. It is difficult to manipulate and conceal any
disharmony within a community as the members
and their activities are well known to each other.
When altercations occur in a family, in both urban
and remote Aboriginal communities, it is usually
part of discourse within hours of happening. This
indicates that violence is not hidden within the
Aboriginal community, nor is it dealt with in
isolation. Therefore, the terms family violence and
domestic violence are perceived differently.

This information is based upon (NT DV Strategy)
Aboriginal Family Violence Report to the Northern
Territory Government by the Office of Women’s
Policy, Department of the Chief Minister, Cummings
& Katona (1995).

Contact

Eileen Cummings, NT Office of Women'’s Policy,
Phone: (08) 8999 6884;
Email: Eileen.Cummings@nt.gov.au

RESEARCH FINDINGS/INITIATIVES

The relationship between
animal abuse and domestic
violence: implications for
animal welfare agencies and
domestic violence
organisations

An opinion piece written by Nicholas R.
Fawcett and Eleonora Gullone, Department of
Psychology Monash University; Judy Johnson,
Eastern Domestic Violence Outreach Service

It is commonly recognised in civilised societies that
people’s treatment of children and animals is often a
reflection of their treatment of fellow human beings.
In a progressive country such as Australia, you
would expect very rewarding and satisfying relation-
ships between children, companion animals, and
adults. However, this is not always the case. The
link between the treatment of animals and the
treatment of human beings has a much darker side.
The mistreatment of animals is a powerful indicator
that other forms of violence may be happening in a
home. That is, evidence of one is often a powerful
indicator of the other. The forms of abuse to which
animals may be subjected are parallel to the forms of
domestic violence. Animals may be physically or
sexually abused, may be seriously neglected, and,
some might argue, may be psychologically abused.

Over the last decade, domestic violence specialists,
child welfare agencies, law enforcement agencies
and animal welfare organisations have finally begun
to examine cruelty to animals as a serious human
problem closely linked to domestic violence, child
abuse, and other violent crimes. Animal abuse and
interpersonal violence toward humans share
common characteristics: both types of victims are
living creatures, have a capacity for experiencing
pain and distress, can display physical signs of their
pain and distress (with which humans could
empathise), and may die as a result of inflicted
injuries.

The increased recognition of the close link between
domestic violence and animal abuse has been most
evident in the United States and Canada. This
article is a call to domestic violence organisations,
animal welfare agencies, legal advocates and
representatives, and other health care professionals
to encourage collaborative relations to address the
specific needs of abused women with companion
animals in Australia.
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Recent studies suggest that more than half of all
abused women have companion animals, that many
of these women’s companion animals are abused by
the perpetrators as a means of hurting and control-
ling the women or their children, and that concerns
for the safety of their companion animals keep many
women from leaving or staying separated from their
abusers. For example, Frank Ascione (1998), one of
the leading authorities on the connection between
domestic violence and animal maltreatment,
reported an interview study of 38 women who were
abused and sought shelter. Fifty-eight per cent of the
women had children and 74 per cent had pets. When
asked whether their adult partner had ever threat-
ened or actually killed one or more of their pets, 71
per cent of women with pets responded “yes”. Thirty-
two per cent of women with children reported that
their children had hurt or killed one or more family
pets. In a replication study of 100 women who were
abused and had entered a shelter and a comparison
group of 117 non-abused women, all of whom had
pets, Ascione (2000) found that 54 per cent of the
abused women compared to 5 per cent of the non-
abused women reported that their partner had hurt
or killed pets. Children’s exposure to this animal
abuse was reported by 62 per cent of the abused
women. Nearly one in four of the abused women
reported that concern for their pets’ welfare had
prevented them from seeking shelter sooner. In
addition, a 1995 survey of 72 women taking refuge
in women’s shelters in Wisconsin, USA, found that
86 per cent had animals and in 80 per cent of those
cases the abusers had been violent to the animals
(Arkow, 1996). Together this evidence suggests that
the mistreatment of animals can be an indicator of
many other forms of family violence and ongoing
abuse and neglect, including domestic violence and
child abuse. Furthermore, these studies demonstrate
that abused women are frequently victimised through
abuse of their animals or threats of such abuse.

More recent studies have assessed the impact
animal abuse can have in preventing domestic
violence victims and their children from seeking
safety. Abusers will often abuse, or threaten to harm,
a favourite pet if victims attempt to leave the
relationship and will frequently retaliate against the
victims after they leave the relationship by killing
the family pet. Abusers often recognise the special
attachment victims and children have with their
pets and effectively use this relationship to intimi-
date and control their victims. Many people consider
animals as valued and intimate members of their
families. The importance of these human-animal
relationships for people is often increased by social
isolation or the onset of physical or emotional
distress, as these relationships tend to improve
people’s physical and emotional well-being and assist
them in dealing with stress and adjusting to life

transitions. Thus, threats of animal abuse and the
killing of favourite pets are powerful tools by which
abusers can perpetuate the context of terror for
victims and their children even after they have left
the relationship.

One of the largest surveys to examine the effect that
this abuse has in preventing victims from leaving an
abusive situation was conducted by Frank Ascione in
1997 in Utah, USA. In this study, researchers
interviewed victims and their children entering safe
houses and found that 72 per cent of pet-owning
victims reported that their abuser threatened,
harmed, or killed family pets. Researchers also
asked victims whether they had delayed leaving
their abusive situation out of fear for their pets’
safety and found nearly 20 per cent had delayed
leaving the relationship because of the pet abuse.

These findings were corroborated in the first
Canadian study on the animal abuse/domestic
violence connection in 2000. The Ontario Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (OSPCA)
interviewed over one hundred women at 21 different
domestic violence shelters across Ontario. The
OSPCA found that 44 per cent of the women
reported their partner had abused or killed family
pets and 43 per cent said concern for their pets’
welfare prevented them from leaving the relation-
ship sooner. These findings clearly demonstrate that
animals are used as a tool to manipulate the abused
spouse into remaining in an intolerable situation.
Thus, some domestic violence victims and their
children may remain with an abuser because they
have no one to care for their pets if the victim and
children enter a domestic violence shelter.

More recently, an exploratory Australian study
documented similar trends to studies conducted in
the United States and Canada. In 2001, Judy
Johnson from the Eastern Outreach Services
surveyed 28 women seeking refuge in a shelter in
the eastern outskirts of Melbourne. Of the respon-
dents, 84 per cent reported currently owning a pet.
Some 44 per cent indicated that their partner had
killed or hurt their pets, a further 52 per cent
confirmed that there had been threats, and as many
as 48 per cent of women said that their concern for
their companion animals’ welfare was a factor in
their delayed attempts to seek refuge from their
domestic violence situation. These findings suggest
that the connection between domestic violence and
animal abuse is also evident in Australia.

Children living in homes where domestic violence
occurs may also form especially intense relationships
with the animals with whom they live. Many of
these children are abused themselves, and even
those who are not abused suffer emotionally from
witnessing the abuse of their mothers. Consequently,
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abused and emotionally distressed children may
have closer, more protective relationships with their
animals. However, domestic violence does not cause
all women and their children to become closer to
their animals. Some abused women and children
direct anger and frustration at their animals and
abuse them, a phenomenon more common with
children who are acting out the abuse perpetrated
against them or their parent. A number of studies
have tied childhood animal abuse to childhood
histories of physical abuse, sexual abuse, and
exposure to domestic violence. For example, in a
1983 study (De Viney, Dickert & Lockwood) of 53
New Jersey families that met the State criteria for
substantiated child abuse and neglect and had pets
in their home, it was found that pets were abused
and neglected in 60 per cent of these families.

Why do perpetrators of domestic violence abuse
animals? In an effort to better understand this
phenomenon, Kellert and Felthous (1985) interviewed
abusers and discovered a number of motivations that
may characterise adult cruelty to animals. The
motives expressed for harming animals include:

e To control an animal (ie animal abuse as
discipline “training”)

e To retaliate against an animal

o To satisfy a prejudice against a species or breed
(eg hatred of cats)

e To express aggression through an animal (eg
training an animal to attack using inflicted pain
to create a “mean” dog)

¢ To enhance one’s own aggressiveness (eg using an
animal victim for target practice)

e To shock people for amusement

e To retaliate against other people (by hurting their
pets or abusing animals in their presence)

e To displace hostility from a person to an animal
(ie attacking a vulnerable animal when
assaulting the real human target is judged too
risky)

e To experience non-specific sadism (ie enjoying the
suffering experienced by the animal victim, in
and of itself)

Of particular relevance are the motivations that may
underlie animal abuse in the context of domestic
violence. The primary reason that abusers target
animals in the context of domestic violence is to
control or coerce the women and/or children.
Threatening to or actually harming or killing an
animal demonstrates the abuser’s power; maintains
a context of terror for the woman by making her fear
for both her animal’s life and her own life; induces

the woman to stay and obey the abuser; and, if the
animal abuse results in the death of the animal, also
isolates the woman from an important source of
comfort and affection. A number of psychiatrists and
women’s advocates have found that the abuse and
murder of companion animals are correlates of
higher risks of lethality to women being abused.

In response to these studies, animal welfare associa-
tions have begun partnering with domestic violence
agencies to develop safe haven programs that
provide temporary emergency housing for the pets of
domestic violence victims. There are currently over
one hundred of these programs throughout the
United States and Canada. However, efforts to
establish cooperation between animal welfare associ-
ations and domestic violence agencies in Australia
are still in their infancy. It is unknown how many
women never seek help because they have no safe
options for their animals or fear that their abusers
will retaliate against their animals. The first thing
that must be done to assist a woman with animals
who is escaping an abusive situation is to help her
find a safe place to bring her animals in the short-
term and a means of getting the animals there.
Therefore, there is an urgent need to establish
animal shelters that can provide a safe haven for the
pets of domestic violence victims in Australia. The
increasing availability of these pet-sheltering
programs will benefit abused women and their
children because helping mothers achieve safety
may be one of the best ways to ensure the safety of
their children.

In Australia, we have much to learn about the
experiences of agencies that already have such
programs. The authors of this article are currently
undertaking research aimed at exposing the connec-
tion between violence directed at animals and
violence directed at people in Australia. Part of this
research involves administering a questionnaire to a
representative sample of women who present at a
domestic violence outreach centre. Data is to be
collected on participants from the Eastern, Western,
Southern, and Northern geographical regions of
Melbourne. A total of nine questions are asked of
each respondent. The questions are:

¢ Do you currently have a pet or other animal?

e Has your partner ever hurt or killed one of your
pets?

e Has your partner ever threatened to hurt or kill
one of your pets?

e Has any other member of your family ever hurt
or killed one of your pets?

e Did concern over your pet’s welfare keep you
from coming to this shelter sooner than now?
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e Have your children ever witnessed your partner
hurt or kill one of your pets?

e Have your children ever witnessed your partner
threaten to hurt or kill one of your pets?

e Have your children ever hurt or killed one of your
pets?

e Have your children ever threatened to hurt or
kill one of your pets?

The goal of this research is to increase awareness of
the connection between animal and human violence,
to develop a clearer understanding of community
violence, and to help social services, health, education
and legal and law enforcement professionals to
develop effective prevention and intervention
programs.

Cruelty to animals is a crime and should be treated
as such. It is also a symptom of disturbed individ-
uals and families, and a predictor of other problems
in the making. The evidence presented in this article
serves to raise public and professional awareness
about the connection between animal abuse and
family violence. Furthermore, it highlights the
importance of cooperative efforts among domestic
violence specialists, child welfare agencies, law
enforcement agencies and animal welfare organisa-
tions. These cooperative efforts can be used to
develop cross-training, cross-reporting, and multi-
disciplinary response teams.
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Further information

Nicholas Fawcett
Phone: 03 9905 3149; Fax: 03 9905 3948
Email: Nicholas.Fawcett@med.monash.edu.au

* PRACTICE NOTES *

Operation Choice/Choice 1 -
A policing initiative

With the goal of developing an effective policing
response to all domestic violence offenders, the
Shoalhaven and Lake Illawarra Local Area
Commands of the NSW Police have commenced an
18 month pilot program of police management of
domestic violence, utilising a hierarchy of responses.
Based on the analysis of local crime trends and
patterns, these Local Area Commands (LACs) have
identified three types of domestic violence offenders:

1 High Risk Offenders: those who have been
reported to Police and have been assessed as a
high risk offender based on previous involvement
with Police and prior domestic violence history.
These offenders constitute approximately 7 per
cent of domestic offenders for the Shoalhaven
Command.

2 Medium Risk Offenders: those who have prior
domestic violence history and don’t fall into the
High Risk category. These offenders constitute
approximately 41 per cent of domestic violence
offenders for the Shoalhaven Command.

3 Low Risk Offenders: those who have no prior
history of domestic violence or who have minor
history (ie verbal argument). These offenders
constitute approximately 52 per cent of domestic
violence offenders for the Shoalhaven Command.

The aim of the project is to prioritise the response of
police to domestic violence depending on the
category of offender. For example:

e High risk offenders are case managed

e Telephone Interim Orders (TIO) are applied for in
every incident involving a high or medium risk
offender

e In cases of low risk offenders, Police are able to
use their discretion including the use of
cautioning and consideration of whether the
victim wants action taken against the offender.
This strategy is based on US models where the
victim’s wishes are heeded in appropriate cases.

Australian Domestic & Family Violence Clearinghouse Newsletter



This approach is thought to have several
advantages, including a more effective police
response through concentrating efforts on high risk
offenders and increased victim support and
empowerment. Permission is sought from victims for
referrals to other agencies and in low risk cases,
where appropriate, the victim is empowered by
having input into whether or not an arrest is made.
All Police in both LACs have received extensive
training on the project and on domestic violence.
Police can still take out an AVO with low risk
offenders (as is the current service policy).

Further information

Senior Constable Michelle Clarke
Shoalhaven Command, Nowra Police
Phone: 02 4421 9615; Fax: 02 4421 9637

Christians responding to
domestic abuse

Christians Responding to Domestic Abuse is a
working group that was formed in 1999 in Ballarat
by a Christian survivor of domestic abuse. Activities
in 2001 included:

e A Bible Study piloted over three terms

e Literature and information distribution by
members. These include a range of pamphlets on
Christianity and Abuse from the Australian
Evangelical Alliance, Commission on Women’s
Concerns, distributed to secular agencies via the
regional domestic violence network and to
churches through the Ballarat Pastor’s Network;
and 100 Family and Friends booklets Do You
Know Somebody Who is being Abused in a
Relationship? distributed to GPs through the
Ballarat Division of General Practice.

e Material Care: Through the Ballarat West
Presbyterian Church and thanks to the generosity
of Bakers Delight, day-old bread was provided to
the refuges in Ballarat on a weekly basis.

The group has a number of projects in the pipeline
including the completion of a pamphlet Do you feel
like you are walking on eggshells?, intended for
church foyers, and aimed at the victim who has not
yet broken the silence. The group’s founder is also
working on a book, Biblical
Answers to Domestic Abuse,
which is being written
primarily for Christian
victims, but will also be of
interest to supporters, profes-
sionals and clergy.

Deadline for

contributions to the
June newsletter
is May 18

Further information

Email: crda@cbl.com.au
or PO Box 1044, Ballarat Mail Centre, VIC, 3354.

 CLEARINGHOUSE NEWS

‘Seeking Solutions’
conference papers online

Papers presented at “Seeking Solutions”, Australia’s
Inaugural Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault
Conference, held at the Gold Coast in September
2001 are now available on the ‘publications’ page of
the Clearinghouse web site: http://www.austdvclear-
inghouse.unsw.edu.au/Publications.htm

Our thanks to the conference organisers, Combined
Women’s Crisis Services Gold Coast Inc. for facili-
tating access in this way, and to Senior Sergeant
Dale Murray, State Domestic Violence Coordinator,
Queensland Police Service, who worked tirelessly to
gather the papers so that the information from this
important conference could be widely shared.

Literature Review:
The Economic Costs of
Domestic Violence

The Clearinghouse has recently undertaken a review
of the Australian and International literature on the
economic costs of domestic violence. It will be
available online on the ‘Publications’ page of our web
site at the end of April. Those without Internet
access can contact the Clearinghouse to obtain a copy.

Correction

In the last issue of this newsletter (number 9, page
8), the article ‘Freedom From Fear: Workplace
Research Project’ incorrectly stated that the survey
by Henderson (2000) estimated that domestic
violence costs the Australian economy $4 billion
annually. The correct annual figure is $1.5 billion.

New on the Clearinghouse
Research and Resources
Database
Looking for publications to increase your skills
and knowledge in responding to domestic and

family violence? Visit the Clearinghouse web
site at:
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http://www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au
To open the database page, simply click on the wheels
marked search for research and resources on the left
hand side of the home page. This takes you to the
‘Browse and Simple Search’ Page. One click on View
the latest publications added to the research and
resources database will bring up a list of all publica-
tions listed during the last month. This database now
has over 800 entries. Publications include journal
articles, reports, leaflets, videos

and policy documents.

Having trouble accessing the
database or unsure how to start?
Contact the Clearinghouse
Information Officer, Dale Gietzelt,
for assistance.

Phone: 02 9385 2990;
Email: clearinghouse@unsw.edu.au

An easy way to explore the
publications on this database is
to scroll further down the page to
the list of over 50 ‘browse’ topics
including: statistics; policy;
health issues; women affected;
perpetrators; stalking; criminal
justice issues; protection orders;
disability issues; Indigenous issues; and cross
cultural issues. Simply click the topic of interest to
open a list of publications. Clicking on each publica-
tion on the list brings up detailed information about
the item, including where it is available.

Following are some of the items recently entered on
the Research and Resources database. Please note
that this is only a summary of the information
available on the database.

‘Abuse of women with disabilities:
state of the science’

Dena Hassouneh-Philips & Mary Ann Curry,
2002 Rehabilitation Counselling Bulletin, Vol.
45, No. 2, 96-104.

Abstract: Provides an overview of quantitative and
qualitative studies into domestic violence against
women with disabilities and identifies several trends
which emerge from the data gathered. Suggests that
although women with a disability do not appear to
be at any greater risk of domestic abuse than the
general population, there are important differences
in the nature and frequency of violence experienced,
and in the relationship of perpetrator to victim. The
implications of these findings and a review of
resources currently available to women with disabili-
ties is provided.

‘Assisting women victims of violence
who experience multiple barriers to
services’

Janine M. Zweig, Kathryn A. Schlichter

& Martha R. Burt, 2002 Violence
Against Women, Vol. 8, No. 2, 162-180.

Abstract: Outlines the methodology and

newsletter from a colleague?
Contact the Clearinghouse to
get onto the mailing list — there
is no charge for this.

results of a study aimed at exploring the extent to
which domestic violence support services are
responding to the needs of women facing multiple
service barriers, such as disabled women, women
with substance abuse disorders or women with
mental health problems. Some of the specific
problems encountered by these groups are identified
and the strategies various agencies have utilised to
respond to these issues, such as advocacy, problem
specific treatment programs and
problem specific support groups,
outreach programs, staff training
and agency collaboration, are
discussed. The findings of the
study suggest that women
experiencing multiple service
barriers find the criminal justice
system to be the least responsive
to their needs.

‘Intimate partner violence and cervical
neoplasia’

Ann Coker, Maureen Sanderson, Mary Kay
Fadden & Lucia Pirisi, 2000 Journal of
Women’s Health and Gender-Based Medicine,
Vol. 9, No. 9, 1015-1023.

Abstract: Outlines the methodology and results of a
study conducted to assess the risk of pre-invasive
and invasive cervical cancer in women experiencing
intimate partner violence, specifically the association
between physical/sexual violence and the develop-
ment of cervical neoplasia. A background to the
many other short- and long-term physical and
mental health consequences of domestic violence is
also provided. Contends that while further research
is needed, the results suggest that a relationship
between intimate partner violence and higher grade
cervical lesions does exist.

Women, violence and disability forum:
conference proceedings,
20 November, 2001, Brisbane

Domestic Violence Resource Centre Inc., 2001

Abstract: CD recordings of the forum which focused
on issues around domestic violence and women with
an intellectual, learning or cognitive disability. The
aims of the forum were: to highlight the experiences,
issues and directions of
various service providers;
to provide opportunities
to develop knowledge and
understanding; to increase
perspectives and create
partnerships.

RECEIVED this
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LEGISLATION AND POLICIES

Queensland Department of
Families: Review of Statewide
Domestic Violence Services

In 2001, the Queensland Department of Families
contracted an external consultant to identify options
for improved delivery of statewide domestic violence
responses. Their report, Developing system options
for delivery of domestic violence responses statewide,
is available on the Department’s web site:
http://www.families.qld.gov.au/communitycare/dv/rev
iew.html

The consultant recommended significant changes.
These include the re-allocation of funding from the
current providers of the four statewide services to a
new suite of services, including:

e a new state-wide telephone service (the Domestic
and Family Violence Access and Support Service)
replacing the role of the Queensland Domestic
Violence Telephone Service and Men’s Info Line.

¢ a Queensland Centre of Excellence in Family
Violence Prevention with a specialist interest in
Indigenous Family Violence will be established in
collaboration with a University in Queensland.
The service will be established with a portion of
funding currently allocated to the Domestic
Violence Resource Centre (DVRC). The Centre
will undertake research, document examples of
good practice and develop training to meet the
needs of community-based domestic and family
violence initiatives.

e a training and resourcing role within the
Domestic Violence Prevention Branch (DVPB) of
the Department for Families to meet identified
sector needs. The role will be established with a
portion of funding currently allocated to the
Domestic Violence Resource Centre.

The statewide functions of the DVRC ceased on 26th
March, 2002. These included:

e its role as a statewide contact point;
e the library with 12,000 catalogued items;
e research and resource development;

e specialist children and young people’s domestic
violence prevention project;

e training and training brokerage;
e public education.

The Brisbane City counselling service will continue.

The DVRC was established 13 years ago and its
services will be well known to readers throughout
Australia. Its publications, community education
initiatives and intersectoral forums have been
featured regularly in this newsletter. The DVRC’s
rich contribution to the domestic violence field in
Australia is evidenced by the forty seven DVRC
publications catalogued on the Clearinghouse
‘research and resources’ online database, second only
in number to the publications from the Partnerships
Against Domestic Violence initiative.

Further information

Enquiries regarding the implementation of the
recommendations of the consultancy: Claire
McFerran, Domestic Violence Prevention Branch,
Phone: 07 3006 4611;

Email: claire.mcferran@families.qld.gov.au

DVRC response to the review report is available at
the DVRC website: http://www.dvrc.org.au/

FORTHCOMING

CONFERENCES/SEMINARS

Distance Diversity Dislocation:
Families Facing Globalisation

Presented by the International Commission on Couple
and Family Relationships. Hosted by the Family
Relationships Forum: Family Services Australia,
Catholic Welfare Australia, Relationships Australia

June 17 - 20, 2002 (Conference);

June 21 - 22, 2002 (Post Conference
Professional Seminar “Standards - revision
and improvement”), Sydney.

Keynote Speakers:

e Wayne G. Osborn, Alcoa Alumina Australia:
Supporting Work and Family Objectives in the
Workplace.

e Dr Don Edgar: The Global Disruption and
Reconfiguration of Family Care

e Prof. Marie Claire Foblets: ‘Locating’ Families in
a Time of Unprecedented Mobility.

e Dr Nareewan Chitakondon: Impact of Distance,
Diversity and Dislocation on Families: Thailand
Case.

Further information
Natalie Corbett-Jones, World Corporate Travel
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Phone: +61 2 9929 4000
Email: Nataliecj@worldcorptravel.com.au

Full program available online:
http://www.relationships.com.au/professional/
confer.asp

Register online at www.relationships.com.au

Townsville International Women’s

Conference: Poverty, Violence and
Women'’s Rights...Setting a Global
Agenda

July 3 - 7, 2002; James Cook University,
Townsville

This international conference is for all who care
passionately about improving women’s position in
the world, who demand justice and full human
rights for women everywhere and who believe that a
feminist analysis is essential to defining a fairer
globalised world. The aims are:

e to promote a strong women’s/feminist global
agenda;

¢ to focus on corporate globalisation and its impact
on women, the poor and other disadvantaged
groups and nations;

¢ to reiterate the World March of Women 2000
themes — the elimination of poverty and the
elimination of violence against women;

e to encourage participation of Indigenous
Australian women, the women of South Pacific
and South East Asian nations, as well as those
from every other country of the world;

e to provide a forum for feminists to analyse and
discuss the escalating acts of terrorism being
perpetrated around the world; and

e to create an opportunity for all participants to
experience solidarity with other women in the
battle against increasingly more pervasive forms
of oppression.

Speakers include: Raquel Aldunate, activist with a
focus on domestic violence and migrant women’s
issues; Louise Armstrong, US feminist who has
focused on incest and issues of violence against
women and children since the mid-1970s; Christine
Delphy, internationally known radical feminist and
editor of France’s only Women’s Studies Journal;
Delena Foster, Chairperson of Palm Island
Aboriginal Community Council; Mythiley [Meeta]
Iyer, co-ordinator of the Domestic Violence Resource
Centre in Brisbane with a particular interest in
issues concerning refugee women; Sheila Jeffreys,
revolutionary feminist, well known for her work on

prostitution within a human rights context; Nighat
Said Khan, prominent feminist activist and
academic, Dean of the Institute of Women’s Studies,
Lahore, Pakistan; Renate Klein, prominent feminist
researcher, academic and publisher, well known for
her feminist analysis of reproductive technologies;
Carmen Lawrence, Federal Shadow Minister for
Reconciliation, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Affairs, the Arts and the Status of Women; Ruchama
Marton, Israeli psychiatrist, peace activist and
feminist with a long history of working with both
Israeli and Palestinian women surviving trauma;
Boni Robertson, Chair of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Women’s Task Force on Violence;
Dita Sari, Indonesian feminist and renowned public
speaker involved in the struggle for workers’ rights;
Jocelynne Scutt, feminist lawyer, author and
Tasmania’s first Anti-Discrimination Commissioner;
Gracelyn Smallwood, Townsville-based activist for
Indigenous and women’s rights; Merilyn Tahi,
activist involved in the women’s refuge movement in
Vanuatu; Shannon-Caroline Taylor, researcher and
advocate for women and children in the area of
sexual violence and the law; Kerrie Tim, Acting
Executive Director, Office for Women, Department of
the Premier and Cabinet, Queensland and committed
advocate for social justice, especially the elimination
of racism and violence; Bronwyn Winter, lesbian and
feminist academic and activist specialising in the
politics of culture and religion, women’s human rights,
and globalisation, liberalism and the nation-state.

Further information

Betty McLellan,

Townsville International Women’s Conference
PO Box 688, Townsville, QLD, 4810

Phone: (07) 4772 6060; Fax: (07) 47726544
Email: bettymc@tiwc.asn.au

Website: www.tiwc.asn.au

What Works? Evidence Based
Practice in Child and Family
Services

Hosted by the Association of Children’s Welfare
Agencies, in conjunction with the National
Association for the Prevention of Child Abuse and
Neglect and the Child and Family Welfare
Association of Australia.

September 2 - 4, 2002 Sydney

Keynote presenters include Dr. Peter Pecora who is
a leading international researcher and educator on
foster care, evaluation of family-based service
programs, child protection risk assessment, and
emancipation of children from out-of-home placement.
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Further information

Sharon Low, ACWA 2002 Conference

c/- PO Box 4023, Pitt Town NSW 2756
Ph: 61 2 4572 3079; Fax: 61 2 4572 3972
Email: sharyn@mob.com.au

Web: http://www.acwa.asn.au/Conf2002/

Women and Policing Globally
An international conference and training symposium

October 20 - 23, 2002, National Convention
Centre, Canberra

The conference will examine a broad range of issues,
including: trafficking in women; international
networks for women in policing and law enforcement;
all forms of violence against women including
domestic violence, sexual assault and female genital
mutilation; the roles of police and law enforcement
officers in protecting women’s human rights; and
best practice in policing for women.

Speakers include:

e Mrs Mary Robinson, High Commissioner for
Human Rights, United Nations (TBC);

e Chief Commissioner Christine Nixon, Victoria
Police, Australia;

e Anne O’Dell, USA.

Further information

Conference Co-ordinators

2002 Women and Policing Globally Conference
PO Box 139, Calwell ACT 2905

Phone: +61 2 6292 9000; Fax: +61 2 6292 9002
Email: confco@austarmetro.com.au

Call for papers: closes Thursday May 30, 2002

Building an Intervention System for
Men Who Abuse Their Partners:

Organisation Development, Judicial Oversight &
Program Evaluation

November 27, 28 & 29, 2002, Sydney

This conference, initially held in Brisbane last year,
is to be conducted again.

Keynote presenters:

e Dr Edward Gondolf, USA, principal investigator
for the Centre of Disease Control’s evaluation of
intervention programs for men who abuse their
partners.

e Mr Robert Foster, USA, director of the “Domestic
Abuse Counselling Centre” for men who abuse
their partners

o Chief Court Judge Jack Simmons, USA, respon-
sible for the operation of the Magistrate
Court/Domestic Violence system in Pittsburgh

Further information

SDVMA, GPO Box 3228

Brisbane Queensland 4001

Phone: 07 3206 6799; Fax: 07 3229 8860
Email: sdvma@bigpond.com

INTERNET SITES

Coalition Against Trafficking in
Women - Asia Pacific (CATWAP)

http://www.catw-ap.org/index.htm

The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women-Asia
Pacific is an international network of feminist
groups, organisations and individuals fighting the
sexual exploitation of women globally. Aurora Javate
De Dios, Director of CATWAP, was one of the keynote
speakers at the recent international conference
‘Expanding our Horizons’. The site contains statis-
tics, Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) and
publications.

US research on cross cultural
definitions of abuse within families

http://people.bu.edu/jdgmnts/rsurvey.html

Psychologists from Boston University in the United
States are collecting data concerning abusive
relationships from various countries via this online
survey. Please note that in providing this informa-
tion, the Clearinghouse is not endorsing the survey
or recommending participation.

The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily
represent the views of the Commonwealth of Australia, the
University of New South Wales or the Partnerships Against
Domestic Violence Taskforce.

Whilst all reasonable care has been taken in the preparation of this
publication, no liability is assumed for any errors or omissions.

The Clearinghouse is linked to the Centre for Gender-Related
Violence Studies, based in the University of New South Wales
School of Social Work.

Funded by Partnerships Against Domestic Violence, a
Commonwealth Government initiative working with the States and
Territories and the community to find better ways of preventing
and responding to domestic violence.
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